
Rothersthorpe Community Space Project - Design and Access Statement

Vision

The Rothersthorpe Community Space Project is looking to provide a facility for use by village 
residents, their families and friends in an effort to improve relationships and ‘community spirit’ and 
foster the ideals of healthy living through the pursuit of outdoor activities.  The intent is that the 
space would be used primarily by the local community and incorporate a wide open space which 
can be used for general play, ball games and community events as approved by the trustee 
committee.  It will also incorporate a bespoke play area for younger children which would, as 
planning policy dictates, be surrounded by its own security fencing. In addition to the open spaces, 
the site would incorporate a planted buffer zone intended to protect those properties adjacent to the 
site, and an ecology area where the site naturally dips away towards the adjoining farm land 
(Indicative plan v3 Attached).

Reason for the Proposal

The proposal was born out of a local village survey conducted in 2011/12 which identified the 
community’s desire for a play area to rival other villages within the South Northants Area (village-
survey2012-final-results-v3 attached).  On the back of this desire, and after the very kind donation 
of land (in trust) on which to develop proposals, the Project Team committee was formed and 
conducted their own questionnaire in order to solidify the requirement (Rothersthorpe Community 
Space Questionnaire Report attached). Since this questionnaire the Rothersthorpe PC have also 
conducted their own survey, the findings of which supported the Project team’s findings (RPC 12-
09-16 Minutes) and surveyed the village for alternative sites however have failed to find an 
alternative site (RPC 13/02/17 Minutes).  That said, the proposal has raised understandable 
concerns from some residents particularly surrounding access, security and noise.  It is hoped that 
this revised proposal can now go some way towards satisfying those concerns whilst remaining a 
viable option.

Policy

The idea of creating a Community Space supports South Northamptonshire Council’s ‘Open Space 
Strategy 2007 – 2021’ which seeks to deliver high quality open spaces which are accessible to all 
sectors of the community and both enhance the local environment and enrich the health and well-
being of current and future generations. Some of the key benefits identified by the strategy tie in 
with needs voiced by Rothersthorpe residents which include providing opportunities for people to 
mix and socialise safely and opportunities to improve physical and mental health and well being.   
By providing, safe accessible facilities it is hoped that we can help to combat the worrying statistic 
identified by Sport England in their latest Strategy document (2016-2021) which stated that at any 
one time 28% of people in England are inactive. The project could also aid SNC to reach one of its 
medium term aims as identified in its Green Space Action Plan of supporting Parish Councils to 
realise play areas across the district. 

Design

Use – The intent is that the site would change from its current Pastoral usage to be used for 
Children’s play and outside activities which could, with approval, be utilised for community events 
such as fairs or by the village Primary School.

Amount – The proposal would first see the access requirements met including the creation of a 
footpath from the Junction of Church Street Rothersthorpe, it would require the site to be flatened in



places to remove mole hills to create the Open Space feature, a buffer zone and ecology area 
planted, and finally a  Children’s play area built upon the site (depicted on the Indicative Play area 
Design) to include play equipment for a variety of ages and a Bonded Rubber Mulch surface.

Layout – The suggested layout for the site can be seen in the Indicative Plan.  This design has 
developed over time and now incorporates a number of features intended to help meet resident 
concerns over the proposal including the movement of the Children’s Play Area away from those 
houses which back onto the site in order to ensure that suggested noise levels will fall within 
acceptable limits as articulated in the guidelines set by the World Health Organisation in their 
‘Guidelines for Community Noise – 1999’.  The site will not include bespoke parking in an effort to
minimise the attractiveness of the site to visiting individuals who might look to utilise the site for 
anti-social behaviour, however will include an Emergency Vehicle access gate (secured) further 
along Banbury Lane towards Pattishall (depicted on the Detailed Access Plan attached). The site 
will incorporate a fenced buffer zone intended to discourage activities right next to residents 
properties and the Ecological area to encourage and maintain wildlife in the area where the site 
shares a boundary with farmland.

Scale – The entire site will cover approx 2.33ha with the only significant developments being the 
path leading to the site at approx 80m and the proposed play area at 400m2.

Landscaping – The site sits on the outskirts of Rothersthorpe in a largely pastoral setting boarded 
by farmland, houses (on one boundary) and Banbury Lane.  In the main, the site will change little, 
maintaining a large expanse of open green space with additional fencing intended to provide an 
element of security for those nearby residents whilst maintaining the availability of ready access to 
the site.   

Appearance – It is intended, where possible within safety guidelines, to develop the Children’s 
Play area with as much natural material as possible in an effort to ensure it fits in with the rural 
setting.  The flooring will be Bonded Rubber Mulch and the fencing surrounding the area built to a 
height of ???  The specifics of the play area will be designed to include equipment to cater for a 
variety of ages after further consultation with the community and could include some outdoor gym 
equipment to cater for parents and older members.

Access

As a key concern raised by residents, the Project team have consulted Northamptonshire Highways 
to understand potential requirements and agree a safe, achievable design for access.  The proposal 
can be seen on the attached map (Detailed Access Plan).  
In short we would look to develop a small island in the centre of Church Street Rothersthorpe 
(where the road meets Banbury Lane) to afford a safe crossing option at this wide junction.  The 
island will also limit and deter large vehicles using this junction as an area in which they can 
reverse in order to turn around (another concern raised at meetings).  The crossing will lead to a 
footpath (approx 80m) long running along Banbury Lane towards Pattishall taking pedestrians to 
the pedestrian gate access to the site.  The gate will consist of a chicane entrance large enough to 
afford wheelchair access. This design will be an effective barrier which will prevent children from 
being able to run directly onto the footpath running along Banbury Lane.  This will link to an 
internal footpath on the site, directing individuals to the children's play area.  The emergency 
vehicle access will be provisioned further along Banbury Lane which will consist of a hard standing
area inside of a secured barrier gate.  This will provide adequate access to the Community Space 
and will be secured with a combination lock with a highly visible list of code holders contact details
should access be required.



Security 

In response to local concerns the Project team have consulted with SN Crime Prevention Design 
Advisor and now propose the following security elements within our plan.  The site will have the 
hedgerow running along Banbury lane trimmed to create a window between 1m and 2.4m to afford 
visibility of the site from the road.  To discourage anti-social behaviour no car parking facilities will
be provided and the site will not be lit to dissuade the use of the site during quite hours.  Access to 
the site will only be via the pedestrian gate or the secured emergency vehicle access (afforded by 
committee members only). The play area will be moved further into the site to limit the disturbance 
to residents from noise (in line with noise survey attached) and a 1.8m high weld mesh fence will be
built to run along the back of the properties which adjoin the site (Church Street). 

Noise 

The Committee commissioned a bespoke noise survey (WBM noise report Rothersthorpe attached) 
to ensure that concerns raised by the local community and neighbours to the site where addressed.  
Based upon the findings, the design changes aforementioned have been made in order to help 
reduce the potential for disturbance to local residents.

Management

Once in place it is intended that the Project Team will transform into a management committee 
encouraging engagement and participation from across the village community and retaining 
responsibility of the site for the duration of the trust donation (25 years initially which could be 
extended).  They will manage the site including ensuring site maintenance (grass / tree cutting) and 
specific maintenance for the play area is maintained.  The committee will also ensure that the 
Children’s Play area has annual safety checks performed via an external company to meet 
guidelines whilst also conducting weekly visual checks to ensure the serviceability of equipment 
and overall safety of the site.  Access for maintenance will be via the emergency access gate where 
required.  It is expected that all maintenance and safety inspections will be part paid for by Parish 
Council contributions with the remainder sourced through fund raising and grants.
It is intended that the committee would formally meet quarterly, provide communications via the 
village website and produce an annual report for submission to the Parish Council.  

Funding

Funding has already been raised by the project team and provided by South Northamptonshire 
Council Grant Aid in order to fund the planning application.

If approved the intent will be to approach a plethora of funding sources to include but not be limited
to Rothersthorpe Parish Council / Tesco’s / Big Lottery Fund / South Northamptonshire Council / 
Sport England / Aviva / Grantscape / Northamptonshire Highways. A number of these institutions 
have already been approached and provided favourable responses pending planning approval.

Approximate Costings

It is expected that the costings for the creation of the Community space would cost circa;



Access requirements including footpath, road island, pedestrian gate and emergency access hard 
standing - £10k
Play Area - £60k
Security Fencing - £6k
Ground works (to include hedge trimming) - £10k
Ecological area - £1k
Contingency - £3k

Total - £90k

It is anticipated that annual expenditure on maintenance and safety would be in the region of;

Safety Check - £80-100
Maintenance - £1k

Much of the site maintenance where possible would be self help by the committee and community 
volunteers.


