
Rothersthorpe Community Space 

Policy 

The idea of creating a Community Space supports  South Northamptonshire Council’s ‘Open Space Strategy 2007 – 

2021’ which seeks to deliver high quality open spaces which are accessible to all sectors of the community and both 

enhance the local environment and enrich the health and well-being of current and future generations. Some of the 

key benefits identified by the strategy tie in with needs voiced by Rothersthorpe residents which include providing 

opportunities for people to mix and socialise safely and opportunities to improve physical and mental health and 

wellbeing.   By providing, safe accessible facilities it is hoped that we can help to combat the worrying statistic 

identified by Sport England in their latest Strategy document (2016-2021) which stated that at any one time 28% of 

people in England are inactive. The project could also aid SNC to reach one of its medium term aims as identified in 

its Green Space Action Plan of supporting Parish Councils to realise play areas across the district. 

Vision for the Space 

The intent is that the space would be used primarily by the local community. The site will incorporate a wide open 

space which can be used for general play, ball games and community events as approved by the trustee committee 

and Parish Council.  It will also incorporate a bespoke play area for younger children which would, as planning policy 

dictates, be surrounded by its own security fencing. In addition to the open spaces, the site would incorporate a 

planted buffer zone intended to protect those properties adjacent to the site, and an ecology area where the site 

naturally dips away towards the adjoining farm land (Maps available on website).   

Trustee Committee 

It is fully intended if planning is approved, to set up a trustee document, legally placing the site under the 

supervision of a trustee committee, responsible for its administration and up keeping on behalf of the community.  

The hope is that this committee will be made up of a broad spectrum of interested parties from within the village, 

ensuring it remains a space the whole community can enjoy. 

Access and Maintenance 

It is intended that access to the site will be pedestrian only, via a new footpath which would be installed along 

Banbury Lane running from the corner of Church Street. No parking will be made available in an attempt to minimise 

the attraction of the site to those from outside the village who might look to use the site for unwanted activities.  

The site will be maintained (regular grass cutting) using accesses already available from the adjoining land.  These 

accesses can also be utilised when building the children’s play area. 

Funding 

The Community Space team has already raised over £2000 to support the project to get it to this stage.  Should 

planning be approved, the committee would hope to raise money to realise the vision through the Parish Council, 

SNC, The Lottery Fund, Sport England to name but a few. It is expected that the first phase of the project would see 

the footpath installed (approx. costing £3500) and the open space prepared for use.  The next phase would likely see 

the buffer zone set up and any fencing required installed before the children’s play are itself is realised (approx. 

costing £50k).  Using other local Parish Councils as examples the average yearly cost for inspections on play 

equipment should be no more than £100 per annum, it is hoped that this might be met in part by a donation from 

the Parish Council with the remainder, and any maintenance costs raised by the trustee committee.  

 


