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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Rothersthorpe held in the Village Hall Church Street 

Rothersthorpe on Monday May 18th 2015. 

 

Present: Mr J Considine – Chairman,  Mrs C Nolan, Mrs J Johnson, Mr R Boscott and Mrs J Eliot 

 

In Attendance:- Mrs S Murphy - Clerk 

                             Mr M Barber – VHMC Chairman 

                             3 members of the public 

 

1.  Apologies 

Apologies were received from Mrs J Kirkbride, Mrs A Addison, Mrs K Cooper, PCSO J Harrison, Mr J 

Morphy and Mrs J Botterill. 

 

2.  Minutes of the Previous Annual Parish Meeting. 

The minutes of the previous Annual Parish meeting held on  May 12th 2014 were read, agreed and 

signed. 

 

3.  Matters Arising 

 Allotment Hedge 

The hedges alongsidethe allotments have all been cut lower. 

 

4.  Chairman’s Report. 

Mr Considine addressed the meeting and spoke about the past year for the Parish Council. The main 

areas of note were Neighbourhood Planning and housing needs in the village, SNC Local Plan, Wind 

Farm planning application and the School Playing Field.  Superfast Broadband had finally been 

delivered to the village.  Mr Considine then spoke of the Parish Council’s others responsibilities such 

as the cemetery, the churchyard, the maintenance of the green areas of the village and street 

lighting.  Longer term projects include the maintenance of the churchyard wall, new gates for the 

church and other similar projects.  Mr Considine thanked Mrs Eliot, Mrs Addison and Mrs Kirkbride 

for their support of the village as District and County Councillors respectively. Mr Considine thanked 

on the behalf of the village, all the parish councillors for the invaluable, unpaid and unseen work 

they do.  He paid particular tribute to Mr Dickens, who retired at the last election after 51 years of 

loyal service to the village.  Mr Considine thanked Mrs Murphy for her work and support to the 

Parish Councillors. 

 

5.  Clerk’s Report 

Mrs Murphy introduced this report. There had been 9 full parish council meetings over the past year 

and the parish council had considered 16 full planning applications.  All the allotments have been 

taken and there had been 3 internments in the cemetery. Mrs Murphy thanked all the parish 

councillors for their work and contributions.  Mrs Murphy also thanked Mrs Eliot , Mrs Addison and 

Mrs Kirkbride for their help and support., Mr P Crowe for his work on the newsletter and Mr Barber 

for maintaining the flowers at the crossroads throughout the year.  Mrs Murphy thanked Mr Dickens 

for his 51 years of service to the parish council. 
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6.  Finance Report 

Mrs Murphy introduced this report, which showed the Income and Expenditure for the Parish 

Council for the year ending March 31st 2015.  She pointed out that the largest areas of expenditure 

for the parish council were the gardening contract, street lighting and the clerk’s salary.  There were 

no questions regarding this report. 

 

7.  County Councillor’s Report 

In Mrs Kirkbride’s absence, Mrs Johnson read out the report.  NCC have launched a Race to the Top 

strategy to raise educational attainment in our schools with the aim to make Northamptonshire one 

of the highest performing counties for education by 2020 by encouraging schools to strive for 

excellence.  NCC have created an alliance with Oxfordshier and Buckinghamshire county councils to 

focus on common economies of innovation, science technology and creative industries.  NCC are 

continuing with infrastructure investment which includes the A45 Daventry link road (the Flore / 

Weedon bypass.  Work has started on the new NCC headquarters in Angel Street Northampton.  

Budget pressure has been immense, combined with an increase in demand for our services for 

children and the elderly. This means that NCC will be moving to a much smaller organisation and 

commissioning services from a new set of accountable organisations and social enterprises which 

may be owned, managed and run by current council staff.  NCC are continuing with the Empowering 

Councillor’s scheme and council tax was raised by 1.95%. 

 

8.  District Councillors Report. 

Mrs Eliot introduced the report. SNC have moved their offices to Moat Lane in Towcester.  Council 

tax will remain the same. Councillor Ian McCord is the leader of the Council and Mrs A Addison has 

been re-elected as a District Councillor.  Councillor Karen Cooper has been elected as District 

Councillor and replaces Mrs Eliot who has retired as a District Councillor.  

 

9.  Village Hall Report. 

Mr Barber introduced this report.  The Village Hall is well used and managed by a group of dedicated 

volunteers.  The RVHMC meet every other month and there have been 6 well attended meetings in 

the past year.  The RVHMC have contributed towards the cost of a portable stage facility.  Mr Barber 

thanked the school for their help and support in the running of the facility.  Access to the bin area 

has been improved.  The RVHMC are looking to relocate the disabled toilet as well as maintaining 

and improving the facilities within the hall and outside. 

 

10.  Police Report 

PCSO J Harrison had been unable to attend the meeting.  Mrs Murphy read out her report.  Details of 

crime figures were given for the year.  PCSO Harrison explained that she is now responsible for 17 

villages. The PCSO team have specific villages to attend but are required to attend incidents across 

50 plus villages.  Other areas of work include linking with primary schools and working with 

vulnerable people. 

 

Meeting closed at 7.33p.m 

 

Signed............................................................................................Dated.................................................. 



 

 

       


