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Minutes of a meeting of Rothersthorpe Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Church Street, 

Rothersthorpe on Monday August 3rd 2015 at 7.30p.m. 

 

Present: Mr R Boscott – Chairman, Mrs J Johnson, Mr J Morphy, Mrs J Botterill, Mrs J Eliot Mrs C 

Nolan and Miss H Griffith. 

 

In Attendance: Mrs S Murphy – Clerk 

                            6 members of the public:- Mr C Appleton, Mr D Kettell, Mr M Barber, Mrs D Faulkner,  

                            Mr I Griffith and Mrs P Griffith. 

 

Prior to the start of the meeting Harriet Griffith signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office as an 

elected member of the parish council and her Register of Members Interests. 

 

1. Apologies 

Apologies were received from Mrs A Addison, Mrs K Cooper and Mrs J Kirkbride. 

 

2.  Declaration of Interest 

Mrs Johnson declared an Interest in Item 9 Planning:- Application S/2015/1487/FUL 

 

3.  Public Open Session 

Debbie Faulkner addressed the meeting and spoke about the overgrown bushes and brambles. Mrs 

Griffiths spoke about the holly trees in the cemetery that overhang her garden fence.  It was agreed 

to hold a working party to clear the overgrown bushes and trim back the holly branches and other 

tidying up as required on August 23rd at 10a.m.  Mrs Johnson agreed to advertise this on the 

noticeboards and the website. 

 

Mr Appleton addressed the meeting and spoke about the poor state of the cemetery gates and that 

he and Mr Kettell would be prepared to re-paint them. Work would take place on September 15th 

and September 22nd. 

It was agreed to support Mr Appleton and Mr Kettell and to allow £100 for the cost of materials. 

Proposed:  Mrs J Botterill. Seconded:  Mrs J. Johnson.  All agreed. 

 

Mr Morphy said that 1.5tons of gravel would be needed to replace the gravel in the cemetery. It was 

agreed to review this after the working party had taken place.  Mr Morphy explained that the best 

time for removing the suckers from the base of the lime trees would be late autumn. 

 

Mr Barber addressed the meeting and congratulated the village on winning the title of Best Small 

Village in the recent Village of the year competition.  He asked that the parish council thank Mrs 

Johnson, Mr P Dickens and Mrs B Walsh for their work and time spent with the judges. Mr Barber 

suggested that the best place to display the trophy would be in the school to allow the public to see 

it. It was also suggested that it be displayed in Church at the Propeller Cafe when it was open. 

 

Mr Boscott thanked everyone concerned for helping to make it such a village success. 
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Mr Barber also spoke about the VHMC’s plans to put in a disabled toilet in the cleaner’s cupboard in 

summer 2016 and asked that the parish council may consider making a donation towards the costs 

at a later date. 

 

4.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the previous parish council meeting held on June 29th were agreed and signed. 

 

5.  Matters Arising 

Planning Application: S/2015/1065/MAF 

The application for the proposed Solar Farm on Land West of Banbury lane has been refused 

because of visibility issues. 

 

At the previous meeting the vote for this application was tied.  Following the meeting Mr Boscott 

realised that he should have used his Chairman’s casting vote.  The vote was cast against the 

proposal which maintained the parish council’s objection. 

 

Planning Application: S/2015/1190/MAF 

The application for the proposed solar farm on land to the south of Hill Farm, Gayton Road has been 

withdrawn. 

 

6.  Standing Order: To incorporate the Openess of Local Goverment Bodies Regulations about the  

                                    Public recording/filming of meetings. 

 

Members of the public are now allowed to film, record, take photographs and audio record 

meetings.  The guidelines are as follows: 

i.   Must stay within the public area 

ii.  Do not make a commentary during the meeting 

iii. Be mindful of common law duty of confidentiality.  You could be sued if you disclosed private 

confidential information. 

iv.  Do not amend or alter any recording. 

v.   Avoid recording members of the public unless they are addressing the meeting. 

 

It was agreed that at the start of a meeting, if there are any members of the public present, the 

Chairman will say the following:- “I would like to advise Councillors and members of the public that 

under the Openess of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, members of the public are 

permitted to photograph, film, broadcast & report on the meeting, subject to the efficient running 

of the meeting not being disrupted.” 

Proposed: Mrs C Nolan.  Seconded: Mrs J Botterill.  All agreed. 

 

7.  Community Space Questionnaire Report 

Mr Morphy declared an interest in this item. 

The Community Space Project team have compiled a report on the back of the questionnaire that 

was sent out in April.  The report has been published on the website and copies will be placed on the 

village noticeboards and emailed to anyone who requests a copy. 
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Mrs Botterill suggested that the parish council should put together a questionnaire.   

Mr Boscott explained that at present it is appropriate for the parish council to remain impartial and 

he credited Andy Johnson and the team for the work in putting this report together. 

 

8.  Clerk’s Report 

Bus Service 

From September 1st, bus service 87 has been taken over by Country Lion and will now go via Sixfields 

and the Railway Station.  The full time table will be put in the news letter and the website. 

 

Mobile Library 

The Mobile Library will be in the village on the 2nd Friday of the month at the following times:- 

Church Street / Banbury Lane: 16.15p.m. – 16.40p.m. 

Memorial Hall Site:                      16.50p.m. – 17.10p.m. 

 

Village Gateway 

Mr Norris, of New Cottages, asked if the Parish Council could look into having gateways installed at 

the entrances to the villages as a form of traffic calming. 

Mrs Murphy had spoken to Highways.  Large gateways like the one at Blisworth are no longer 

available.  The standard issue is like the ones at Bugbrooke and Kislingbury and installation is 

dependent on the size of the verge.  If the parish council want non standard ones, they would have 

to pay for them. 

It was agreed to ask highways to provide gateways at all entrances to the village.  

 

9.  Planning 

Application: S/2015/1487/FUL 

Mr and Mrs A Johnson                                                   First Floor rear extension 

12 Kislingbury Road                                                        12 Kislingbury Road 

 

The Parish Council have no objection. 

 

10.  Finance 

Income 

Mr M Goodson: Allotment Fee                                                                                    £8.00 

Mrs J Botterill:   Allotment Fee                                                                                    £8.00 

 

Expenditure 

Allseasons: Gardening – 30.6.2015                                      £258.00(Vat £43.00) Chq.No:000928 

Allseasons: gardening – 30.6.2015                                      £204.00(Vat £34.00 )  “     “    000929 

Allseasons: Fixing new bench                                               £144.00(Vat £24.00)     “     “   000930 

E.ON: Street Lighting                                                              £449.76(Vat £74.96)    “      “   000931  

 

11.  Highways/Footpaths 

North Street 

The problem of speeding traffic in North Street is again of concern.  HGVs using North Street  
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Ignoring the weight limit is also another concern. Highways had suggested that the Parish Council 

contact the PCSO to see if there is any enforcement action that can be taken.  Mrs Nolan also agreed 

to target North Street in the upcoming Speedwatch campaign. 

 

Sycamore Tree – North Street 

Mr Parry was concerned about a sycamore tree opposite his house being unsafe.  Mr Morphy agreed 

to inspect the tree with Seb Hodge. 

 

12.  Representative Reports 

VHMC: New fireproof linings in the curtains.  The school have installed a new fire alarm system. 

Neighbourhood Watch: A bike was stolen from a property on Banbury Lane. 

Speedwatch: Will take place next week. 

Website: A biography from each councillor is required for the website. 

 

13.  Dates of the Next Meetings 

Monday 14th September 2015 at 7.30p.m. 

Monday 19th October 2015 at 7.30p.m. 

Monday  7th December 2015 at 7.30p.m. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.05p.m. 

 

 

 

Signed.......................................................................................................Dated....................................... 

 


