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Rothersthorpe Community Space Questionnaire Report 
 
Introduction 

 
As with the Village survey which was conducted in 2012 I feel it necessary to open the report with 
a brief introduction to explain the thought process behind the recent questionnaire and quell any 
misinformation that might be circling about the project. 
 
The project sprung out of the village survey which clearly articulated the village’s desire for a space 
for children to play, supplemented by the kind donation of land, in trust, by Mr and Mrs Dickens.  
Out of this floated a few ideas which included the development of a football pitch and clubhouse, 
the income of which could potentially support the whole project.  When floated at Parish Council 
meetings this won equal amounts of support and opposition, however with SNC offering a ‘free’ 
planning consultation, the village had nothing to lose by putting forward some initial thoughts.  
Simply put, that is where we stand now.  SNC have voiced their support for all the ideas put to 
them, however stipulated a rather long list of requirements that will need to be met as part of any 
‘official’ planning application.  Hence, before any further movement is made, and more importantly 
money spent, the project committee devised the questionnaire and drop in session in order to 
better understand the village’s thoughts and requirements. 
 
The hope for the questionnaire was to glean as much information from the villagers as possible, 
encompassing all viewpoints where possible.  This in part goes some way to explaining the wide 
variety of options which the questionnaire covered, it also reflects the personal time and effort that 
an undertaking of this nature has required, and clearly yes ‘by people who are in favour of the 
project’ or quite simply nothing would have been done.  The intent (as explained previously) is that 
this information will be placed into a report and presented to the Parish Council as a medium of 
moving the project forward.   
 
The format 
 
The report has been divided into two main areas, the statistics and the written responses.  These 
two areas have in turn been sub-divided with the statistics split into 4 areas; 
 
Sports Facilities (for want of a better title) 
Children’s Play area 
Additional Facilities 
Events 
 
The written responses have been split into; 
 
Desire for the Project 
The location of the site 
Funding and trust 
Site Security and H&S 
General comments about the project / questionnaire 
 
These comments sections include some project committee responses. 
 
Clearly as with all undertakings of this sort, a summary completes the report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Statistics 
 
A total of 135 replies where collected / received from households, which based on approx 152 
households in the village equates to an 89% return which is pretty respectable and thanks go out 
to all villagers who took the time to respond. 
 
Sports Facilities 
 

 
 
Of those who indicated an interest in sporting facilities of some nature, the responses where: 
 

 
 

* Appreciating that a shop doesn’t really fall into this category but this was mentioned by at least 3 
separate households. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Children’s Play area 
 

 
 

Of those who indicated an interest in a children’s play area of some nature, the detailed responses 
for equipment where: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Additional Facilities 
 

 
 

Of those who indicated an interest in additional facilities of some nature, the detailed responses for 
those where: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Events 

 

 
 

Of those who indicated an interest in additional events taking place on the site, the detailed 
responses where: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Written Responses 
 
Many individuals provided written comments with regard to the project as a whole and the 
questionnaire in general.  For ease we’ve tried to split these into some broad categories and 
hopefully provide some responses from the committee to them.  As always when you try to simplify 
these matters you then note some comments broach a number of categories, as such where this 
happens, these comments will only appear once. 
 
Desire for the project 
 
A few individuals detailed their desire to see the field ‘retained as a paddock area’. 
 
I agree that Rothersthorpe would benefit from having a modest play area for younger children.  
Whilst I appreciate the generosity and fine intentions of Mr Dickens in putting forward land that 
could be used I do not think that the current site (off Banbury Lane) is best suited for that need 
based on the following; 
 
1. The site requires significant infrastructure including a new stretch of footpath along Banbury 

lane, and a new access - both would be detrimental to the rural character of the area.  

2. The location of the site is poor.  

3. The site does not integrate with the community.  

4. Concerns about the safety of young children due to the lack of supervision from the edge of the 

village along the new footpath and into the site – both from road traffic and potential abduction.  

5. Lack of community support for this site.  

 

Looking forward to seeing this develop. 

 

There are similar facilities available with a few minutes’ of Rothersthorpe i.e. Kislingbury, Milton 

Malsor, Hunsbury Meadows, Patishall.  People could use these and it may help to support those 

areas. 

The village cannot support a local pub, why is it felt that it can support a clubhouse? 
 
This village needs a focal point, it is the only village for miles around without any facilities for sport, 
playground and general 'meeting place' since the closure of our pub.  This village cannot be 
allowed to 'die', we need to attract young people. 
 
I have 3 children aged 2,6 and 13yrs.  Having an area for children would be very useful for the 
community to help prevent children getting bored. 
 

From my understanding only 25% of the children attending the village school / nursery come from 

within the village, if so, I don’t see how these proposals warrant such large expenditure for such a 

small proportion of children.  Maybe a small flat grassy area for games is all that is required! 

 

We would be happy with anything that will bring the community together.  We would obviously love 

the pub to re-open but if this doesn't happen then an additional licensed clubhouse would be great, 

however with a licensed clubhouse in the village we may never get the pub back.  So its a double 

edged sword. 

I would agree with a ‘pocket park’ in the general area being offered but as far away as possible 
from the properties mentioned.  The views of these residents need to be carefully considered.   
 



I agree that we are one community with different needs and the challenge we face as a community 
is to meet the needs of some without upsetting others.  First listen to all views and then look to see 
if we can achieve a result that satisfies everyone. 
 
I would not support a clubhouse, licensed or unlicensed.  We prefer the reference originally stated 
as 'playing field'. 
 
There are larger villages within 2 or 3 miles of Rothersthorpe  all with playing fields who I am 
reliably informed are struggling to maintain ongoing funding for the upkeep of grounds and 
insurance costs.  These larger villages cannot and do not rely on village children alone to form 
football teams.  I am sure if you asked any child what they would like to see provided as sport 
facilities they would come up with a list as long as your arm, sadly the reality is after an initial surge 
of use the attraction of the IPad, Xbox and TV become a better option. 
 
A play area would be perfect for my grandchildren when I look after them. 
 
We thought the questionnaire was to find out if villagers wanted a playing field, but this 
questionnaire is only interested in what facilities / amenities would be acceptable.  We are totally 
against the proposal. 
 
Having lived in the village all my life I have adapted to not having amenities, I am happy with the 
way the village has evolved.  If my children wanted to play football, cricket I took them to a local 
village where the facilities were available.  The village doesn’t have a shop, so what do we do, get 
in the car and go to Northampton.  Taking children somewhere for sports / leisure facilities should 
be no different. 
 
When my children where young I had to take my children to Kislingbury to play.  Private rent could 
help to play for the area. 
 
I have lived in the village for 32 years and have never heard of previous attempts to create 
facilities.  In my opinion they are not needed.  Growing up I never felt there was a lack of facilities 
for the children of the village and still don’t. 
 
I love this village and always have done and I would like to continue living here in the future.  In my 
view it is perfect as it is and a community space will only detract from that. 
 
It would be lovely for the village children to have play facilities in the village. 

 
The first thing that should have been asked is what the people in the houses it is affecting think 
having a playing field behind them instead of steam rolling ahead…. 
 
For the size of the village do we warrant a playing field? 
 
If we needed these facilities we would have lived somewhere like Hunsbury Hill who already have 
them. 
 
Good village facilities promote good property values. 
 
If you have lived in the village for as long as we have, we have seen the youth club close because 
of trouble and no one to run it.  A bonfire where a youth was hurt.  If you want to improve facilities 
you could start with the war memorial, it is a disgrace to the village and could be turned into a play 
area for younger children. 
 
There are a lot of older residents living in the village that would find a small shop an advantage that 
sold everyday goods. 
 
Would like a shop in the village. 



 
I feel a community space would be an asset to the village and support it 100%.  It would bring 
young, new faces to the village. 
 
Our children are grown up now.  If only we had this opportunity when they were younger.  I think 
this is a great opportunity, it should attract younger people to the village (all we need now is a shop 
and pub!). 
 
We have lived in Rothersthorpe for 31 years and all our 4 children have been to school and grown 
up here, but all through our children's growing up we were the only village in this area with no 
playground and although our family has now had to leave the village it would still be nice for us to 
have somewhere to take the grandchildren and future generations of village children to play.  It 
would also be nice to have summer fetes etc.  As now we have no pub we need somewhere to 
have social gatherings.  However, as we have horses we would hate to see all the surrounding 
fields disappear and get swallowed up by over development. 
 
It would definitely attract more families to buy in the village if there was a nice park area, especially 
as there is no shop / pub etc.  As I've been told the school play ground is no longer open to 
children out for school hours they will need somewhere to play and by having a clubhouse it'll be a 
nice community area for events. 
 

Project Committee response: 
 
Lots of comments both for and against.  The bulk of those comments against all came from those 
individuals who specified their opposition whereas the comments in favour came from a much 
wider spread.  Tied in with the statistics, and backed up by the original village survey  I think if 
nothing else this questionnaire has clearly articulated the majority of the village are keen to see 
something develop, whatever that might be. 
 

 
The location of the site 
 
The community has already indicated support for an affordable housing site – land off Kislingbury 

Road (Griffith site).  This site also offers a much better opportunity to integrate with a community 

space – part funded by the development and the rest funded by CIL.  The development would also 

provide all aspects of infrastructure including access and parking. 

The Kislingbury Road site is more safely accessible with existing footpath links from Mumford Drive 
and the Crossroads.  It would benefit from better surveillance with a secured by design approach to 
the new affordable homes.  It is a safer, more integrated site, it is less intrusive on the rural 
landscape and it is a far more appropriate site than is currently proposed along Banbury Lane.  I 
think it would be appropriate to do another survey to let the community decide which site is most 
suitable for consideration. 
 
CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) is a new initiate currently being drafted jointly by NBC, DDC 
and SNC.  Rather than specific section 106 agreements, CIL will provide a mechanism to receive a 
community levy from new developments, with funding available for community projects within a 
regional area.  It would enable Rothersthorpe to bid for funding for a more suitable community play 
space. 
 
Consideration must be given to the residents of the properties that overlook the available area and 
the impact it will have on them and also the village in general with regards to safety and security. 
 
At present the area in question supports a lot of wildlife, this may all be lost if developments go 
ahead. 
 
Concerns area lighting might effect houses. 



Anything is better than nothing. 
 
Such a development could at times create traffic and parking issues, I can envisage cars being 
parked on the verges of Banbury Lane, it happens in Bugbrooke even with all its parking space it 
also happens at sixfields. 
 
Just get the corner field tidied up and make it more useable so everyone can enjoy using it.   
 
Project Committee response: 
 
The suggestion to use the memorial garden might be viable, however the space is particularly 
small and therefore would not really amount to much more than occupies it already.  The site 
would also be affected by the similar concerns to those residents whose properties adjoin the site 
as with the current proposal and traffic concerns during school / nursery drop off periods.  We fully 
support that the memorial garden could be improved and put that back to the community to do 
something about it.   
The Kislingbury road (sustainable housing) suggestion also has merit, however has some 
fundamental flaws in our opinion.  The site has not been supported by the community, merely 
gained the Parish Council’s nod as their approved site, should SNC demand houses built within 
Rothersthorpe.  As far as we am aware this will however be challenged by the Parish Council so 
should we go with that option, it might happen in 5 years, 10 years or never.  Not really sure how 
this helps move the village forward. 
In short, throughout this whole process been the major stumbling block has been the site of the 
proposal, and to be frank, nothing has really changed.  The proposed site is available due to the 
kind donation of the Dickens’ and no other sites are.  If another, realistic proposal can be found 
then this will be considered. 
 
Funding and trust 
 
A big question is where will the money come from to maintain, insure and support any facilities that 
may be decided on? 
 
A project such as proposed will cost huge amounts of money, not to mention ongoing maintenance 
and insurance costs.  I think the villagers deserve to know how this will be funded now and in the 
future, hopefully not from the Parish Rate. 
 
It is a concern that the trust into which the land might be placed could be revoked thus wasting any 
facilities built. 
 
The field could be used for fund raising for the school and church. 
 
The land is being lent not given to the village and could be taken back at any time and any money 
raised to fund this would be wasted. 
 
In future years my concern is that this will not be put on the Parish Rate. 
 
We feel this development would undermine the village hall.  Rothersthorpe does not have the 
population to support these facilities which will need maintenance which will come in the form of 
paying extra on the Parish rate, which is included in our Council tax.  This is how the present 
village hall was paid for and we may or may not have finished paying for it now.  Therefore we 
would be very unhappy to see any higher Council tax for another hall / community space. 
 
I think this is a generous offer of land and it would be nice for the village to have a small children’s 
play area.  A nature area / conservation area might open access to certain grants - pocket park?  
However I feel it is important to remember that we are a very small village, much smaller than 
many of the neighbouring villages, and we should be careful not to create something which would 
be  costly to maintain and require significant volunteer time / effort.  The village already benefits 



from a large / well equipped village hall for its size so I think it would be a mistake to add new 
buildings.  Even a small park will incur costs in insurance, grounds maintenance and safety checks 
on eqpt.  Grants tend to be restricted to initial costs.  I also think it is important that any park has 
safe pedestrian access for children 
 
Project Committee response: 
 
To steal the first comments thunder this is indeed a huge question and one which is yet to be fully 
investigated by the committee.  Once understood more clearly, this may determine whether the 
project goes ahead, it will no doubt clarify what the project / community can afford.  Lots more 
questions to be answered on this issue, however it is one avoided so far until we better understood 
the villages desire to move on.  It is intended to consult with other villages within our local area, 
ideally with differing levels of facilities, to identify potential costings and methods of paying these. 
 
Site Security and H&S 
 
Noise levels will increase (people working shirts including myself) which would cause disturbance.   

 
Property values may fall and put owners into negative equity. 
 
Some of the proposed facilities may bring undesirables to the village, this may then have an impact 
on criminal damage within the village and too people’s property. 
 
Security to property overlooking the area is of great concern, the higher the footfall the greater the 
risk. 
 
It has been minuted in the parish council minutes that the Head Teacher at the school has said that 
the school facilities cannot be used by others due to vandalism, if vandalism is caused to these 
facilities which are in the centre of the village, what will happen on the edge of the village. 
 
I agree that a football pitch will affect those houses it backs onto.  Noise etc. 
 
I agree the development could bring undesirables into the centre of the village in the evenings 
drinking, smoking and generally making a nuisance of themselves.  We could also see crime 
increase. 
 
Unfortunately areas such as playing fields / amenity spaces do attract undesirable people who are 
intent on causing damage or using the area for their own agendas.  After talking to people who run 
such venues in adjacent villages, it does appear they suffer from regular vandalism, dogs messing 
on the area and occasional drug misuse.  Not something I want to see in Rothersthorpe.   
 
Health and safety is a concern.  The location is off the main road where there is limited visibility for 
both pedestrians and divers.  This places anyone walking to the space at risk. H&S regulations 
would also need to be met with the facilities on site which isn’t cheap.  How would this be paid for 
as I wouldn’t want to pay any increased rates just so that a minority could have a space.  This also 
applies to costs for electricity, water etc for clubhouse upkeep.  A costly venture, which not enough 
people would use to warrant proceeding. 
 
Project Committee response: 
 

Another big issue and one that has dominated many of the comments which have been generated 
by the proposal. The committee can assure everyone that we have already made initial contact 
with both ‘highways’ and South Northants Community Police Liaison team.  These have both 
offered impartial advice and will be consulted by SNC should a full planning application be 

submitted.  It is therefore in our own interest to listen to their advice.  We also intend to contact 
those villages who have reportedly had trouble to see if we can learn from their undertakings. 
 



General comments about the project / questionnaire 
 
Comments are based on the activities which I feel would generate most participation from 
residents of the village either as competitors or spectators.  In my opinion to justify a football pitch 
would require two or three teams from within the village playing on a regular basis.  A picnic area, 
car park and clubhouse might offer a potential income from teas / coffees etc.  Particularly if the 
area could be connected to existing public footpaths to create a hub for walking routes. 
 
Village Hall currently fulfils requirements for events mentioned. 
 
I've not ticked football, which is purely my preference, although I appreciate others would 
appreciate it.  Cricket would concern with how close it might be to the houses, and the potential for 
broken windows.  General thoughts include concerns for on-going running costs and whether use 
of these facilities would have a negative impact on the use and therefore financial security of the 
village hall.  General concern regarding access - would here be plans to include pavement from the 
corner of church street to allow safe access for pedestrians? 
 
I think the survey should have made it clear that this was not a Parish Council Survey.  Individual 
responses should be kept for 6 months after the results are published just in case there is a 
challenge about the results.   
 
A lot of people live in this village to have peace and quiet, this could be a thing of the past if some 
of the proposals go ahead. 
 
The villagers need to know much more information about the project including the legalities of 
ownership of the land, costs involved and ongoing management of the site. 
 
The project so far seems to have been pushed forward without any or at least very little 
consultation with villagers.  For example were the people who live directly behind the proposed 
playing area consulted before the proposals were submitted to the council? 
 
The events section on the form suggests that nothing ever takes place in the village.  This is far 
from the truth, the village has a thriving village hall where most evenings are fully booked, some 
evenings hosting two or three clubs.  Due to past events where a child was badly burned, firework / 
bonfire night celebrations have not taken place since and current public liability insure costs would 
probably make such an event unviable. 
 
Perhaps the village should be looking for a project which perhaps could be brought to fruition at a 
great deal less costs for example the Memorial Garden which could be converted to include a 
small amenity area with some swings, seesaw, roundabout etc.  The area could be then fenced off 
with a low fence.  A suitable plaque erected in memory of the fallen in WWI and WWII would be 
fitting.   
 
Finally I would urge the amenity project committee to be open and transparent as to the plans for 
this development.  Minutes of any meeting should be posted both online and hard copies for the 
notice board.  Any involvement with the Parish Council should be noted to ensure there are no 
conflicts of interest.   
 
All of the events mentioned already take place in the village hall or church.  No additional space is 
needed and if this project went ahead it could take away from those facilities we already have. 
 
There are also concerns over how this questionnaire will be handled.  I understand it has been 
distributed by people on the committee who are in favour of the space.  How can we be assured 
that these responses reported to the Parish Council we be fully representative of the responses 
obtained?   
 



I also have a concern that you can sit on the playing field committee and Parish Council as this 
could be a conflict of interest. 
 
Thanks to all pushing for this to happen 
 
I hope you will publish all views when your questionnaire is printed and not just the ones you want 
to hear. 
 
What will happen when the committee members move on? Who do you think will help run this 
venture? 
 
A dining pub always brings communities together, we go to Kislingbury pubs 
 
I feel all the events / community gatherings are met with our excellent village hall, which provides a 
good service to the village.  I don't think the new venture should encroach on the village hall 
 
Project Committee response: 
 
A tinge of disappointment concerning some of the negative comments throughout this process.  
Clearly as already articulated the questionnaire was instigated and organised by individuals in 
favour of the project in an effort to engage everyone in the village.  Had we done nothing, then 
nothing is exactly what the village would have seen.  As a committee we have come under criticism 
previously for not being ‘transparent’, however it was clear when collecting questionnaires that a 
small proportion of the village had either chosen not to, or simply not bothered reading all of the 
background information which explained the project. It is hoped that the clear inclusion of all of the 
comments (as was always the intent) will go some way to pacifying the claims that the committee 
will only show the data that we perceive as positive.  
 
As for some of the other issues; 
 
We’re not sure what we can do if anything with the comments regarding having a small village 
shop.   
 

As keen supporters of the village and in particular utilising the hall regularly and supporting the 
church’s fundraising attempts throughout the year, the whole committee can claim that it has never 
been the intent for any development to take away support of these important areas, merely 
enhance our facilities and therefore enhance our community. Noted from the recent ‘village hall 
committee’s annual report is the comment that they ‘can’t understand why anyone would want 
anything else’. We clearly understand that this is some peoples’ viewpoint, but not everyone’s, and 
due to the numbers in favour of additional facilities it would seem prudent to investigate them 
further and move on if favourable. 
 
There has recently been a pamphlet written aimed at helping all to understand a little more about 
those village residents whose names appear on the role of honour.  This has been on display in 
the church, with own copies available for a small donation going towards the church.  There has 
been zero interest in this unfortunately; would there be any in changing the memorial garden 
again?  I’d personally be happy to help should this really be the case, and use my position and 
contacts to see if we could get anything more fitting .  As stated earlier, this is put back to the 
village. 
 
Agreed that it’s not always ideal to have individuals on both the Parish Council and other 
Committees.  The same could be said for the village hall committee which has members on both 
and, again speaking frankly, we are short of individuals who seem prepared to or capable of giving 
up their time to support village activities.  This we would suggest is just something that we have to 
accept, trusting individuals to do the right thing when required.   
 
 



Summary 

 
With much already stated within the report it remains to simply summarise our understanding of 
these results.  I believe it may be argued that a clear majority of households from within the village 
are in favour of some kind of development.  It would appear that almost everyone is in favour of an 
area with children’s play apparatus, with only slightly smaller percentages keen to see some sports 
/ community facilities as well.  Funding has rightly been raised as a key issue, alongside security 
and H&S.  These, considering the support shown, will now be investigated further to see how they 
may determine exactly what, if anything will be pushed forward. At all stages the committee will 
endeavour to provide updates, primarily through the website.  
Last but not least, remains the task of thanking again everyone who engaged in this process, both 
in terms of helping to deliver / collect questionnaires but more importantly, to those who filled them 
in, helping us to better understand the collective thoughts on this proposed project.    
 
 
 
The Committee. 


